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woven with tinsel, and surrounded with a border of ebony, or
even covered with Rottanga and silk, so that this broad-briinmed
hat or umbrella is always open. If they wish to carry it, they
place it on a stick, the handle of which is covered with gold;
it is not proper for undistinguished persons to allow their
servants to carry it behind them; this is permitted only to the
nobles." ("Herbarium Amboinense",)
1O. Leaves as writing material.—The most singular purposes
to which they are devoted is that of being written upon. A well-
informed Tamil Native furnished Ferguson with the following
information: "The oldest Hindoo author who mentions writing
on Olas (Palmyra leaves) is Panniny-rishee who lived about the
year 790 of the Caliyngam; that is 4,161 years1 ago, according
to Hindoo reckoning. He resided near the source of the River
Ganges at a place called Arrittuwarum. He was the inventor
of the Sanscrit Alphabet, although verses in Sanscrit were in
existence before his time, committed to memory and thus
transmitted." We are not able to say what degree of evidence
may be attributed to these statements. It is probable that
Hoirnle's "Epigraphical Note on Palmleaf, Paper and Birchbark"2
contains some mgre critical information on the subject, but,
unfortunately, this publication is not at our disposal.
Pliny3 says expressly that the most ancient way of writing
was upon the leaf of the Palm tree, an assertion with all the
weight of evidence in its favour.
The following  quotations   give   some   interesting details: —
Marshall, in his account of the Coconut tree, writes: "The
leaflets are sometimes used to write upon, and the instrument
employed to make the impression is an iron stylus, the pen
of the scriptures. The stylus was used by the Romans to write
on waxen tablets, leather, etc. The leaves of the Palmyra
(Borassus flabelliformis), or Talipot (Corypha umbraeulifera),
are, however, much more frequently employed for this
purpose. Contracts and other legal instruments are often
engraven upon tablets of, copper, similar in shape to a slip of
the talipot leaf, which have occasionally a border of silver or
gold. .... Palm leaves, when they are prepared to receive
1	Ferguson wrote this in 1850.
2	In Journ. As. Soc. Beng., Vol. 69r pt, I, No. 2,
a Lib. XIII, Cap. 4.
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